Rule Changes for the AGM February 2010.

The Management Committee is proposing the following changes to the Rules of Play in The League.  All additions to the rules are shown in bold with deletions crossed through.

Motion 1.

Umpires for all matches in County Division One.

In the 2009 season eleven teams provided an umpire for every match some of them using panel umpires for which they paid.  There were only twelve matches in which a team failed to provide an umpire of which three were by the same team.  The management committee now feel it is time to insist that clubs provide an umpire for all matches in County One.  To this end clubs must contact the South Coast Panel to request an umpire for matches in which they know they will be without an umpire.

Rule 19.1 to be amended as follows:

Each Member is expected to provide a competent Umpire and Scorer who have received some suitable training and are preferably ECB ACO qualified.  In County Division One each team must supply an umpire and if unable to do so must request an umpire from The South Coast Panel.  If no request is made and no umpire is provided the club will be subject to the penalties laid out in H13 unless good reason can be shown for this failure.

H13.
Failure to provide an umpire in a County Division One match.    £50 Fine.

Motion 2.

Start Times.

Following a lot of requests the Management Committee is offering clubs the opportunity to start matches earlier.

Rule 10.1. to be amended as follows:

Except due to inclement weather, time of start for matches in County Division 1 shall be not later than 1.00 pm,  In all other divisions the start shall be not later than 2.00 pm in County Divisions 2, 3 and 4 not later than 1.15 pm and in all regional divisions not later than 1.30 pm with clubs being permitted to start earlier by mutual consent  (see Rule 13.2).

In August all County Divisions 2 to 4 matches shall start at 1.30 pm.

Rules 12.2 and 12.3 will be adjusted accordingly if this motion is passed.  The other rules applying to rain situations will also be adjusted accordingly.

Motion 3.

Under 11's playing The League.

The ECB issued strong guidance on the playing of Under 11's in open age matches last season.  This guidance is fully laid out in the handbook on page 129.  It includes instructions on the process that clubs must follow before playing Under 11's in League matches.  The Management Committee now feel that these instructions are difficult for both the Clubs and the Committee to work with and in some cases were totally disregarded by clubs last season.  The Management Committee are proposing that its in the best interests of everyone that Under 11's are prevented from playing in The League as it makes it very difficult for the opposition to know how to treat these players.

Amendment to Rule 17 Players.

Add Rule 17.12.

No player under the age of 11 at midnight on the 31st August of the preceding year may play in the League.  See H14 for penalties for non compliance.

H14.
Playing an Under 11 Player.  Deduction of all points gained in the match plus one completed match added to the clubs record.

Motion 4.

Team Sheets.

The Management Committee believe that the present penalties shown in H10 for failing to provide a team sheet to the umpire/s or in the event of no umpire the opposition captain are excessive and are proposing the following change.

Amendment to Rule 10.3.

The team sheets to be used will be those issued by the ECB.  (See rule H10 H15 for penalty for non compliance.).

H15.
£25 for first offence.  Subsequent offences may lead to a loss of points.

Motion 5.

Currently Rule 22 has different penalties for failing to telephone results and the failure to provide a result sheet.  The Management Committee feel that they should be brought into line.

Rule 22.2 to be amended as follows:

The home team in all divisions is required to notify the result to their respective Results Secretary by 9:30 am on the Sunday following the match.  This includes matches not played or not completed due to the weather. (See Rule H.4 3 for penalty for non compliance).

H3 to amended as follows:

	Failure to communicate, post, fax or email a fully completed, legible and signed result sheet in accordance with Rule 22.1, 22.2 or 22.3.

Second failure for the same team in one season.

Third and subsequent failures.
	£20.

£25.

£30.
	10 Points.


H4 to be deleted.

Motion 6.

Currently when deciding relegations from any division the rules state that if any club withdraws then they are not treated as a relegated club unless the withdrawal is after week 14.  Now that more teams are being promoted and relegated the Management Committee feel that if any clubs withdraw they should in future be treated as one of the relegated clubs.

Rule 20.6.3. to be amended as follows:

In operating the above rules, in any division that has a vacancy at the end of the season the number of clubs relegated will be reduced by the number of vacancies in that division. teams finishing in the relegation positions in divisions with vacancies will be relegated.  However any team withdrawing under rules 16.1 or 23.3 after the completion of matches in week 14 will create one less relegation position from that division.

